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HOW TO RESIST THE DEVIL AND TEMPTATION
INTRODUCTION
Now that you are a Christian, you must realize that you are in warfare (Ephesians 6:12 ). Th e Devil has sch em es d evise d to
try to defeat you. But a Christian can be more than an overcomer through Christ! However, we must be alert to the tactics
of our foe - the De vil. In this lesson we will study fo ur basic them es concerning the D evil, wh ich will acquaint us with him
and his warp, thus helping us to be ready to resist the Devil and temptation.
1. T he De sc ription of the De vil
2. T he De vices of the De vil
3. T he De feat of the D evil
4. T he Do om of the De vil
I. TH E D ESCR IPT ION OF TH E D EVIL
In order to get a better perspective of the natu re of o ur enem y, we will look at how the Bible describes him . He is
described by the following:
A. The Accu ser - Revelation 12:10
The Devil never tells us the good we do or our proper attitudes. He is only good at kicking us while we are down.
In the garden he a ccuse s Go d of being unfair. - Genesis 3:4-5
Th e co nflict se en in J ob, he ac cus es J ob b efore G od s aying, "Job will surely curse you to you r face" (Job 1:11 )..
He is continually trying to give us a false sense of guilt by his accusations, but God is even greater than our hearts
and kn ows ou r hearts - even whe n we do n ot! - I John 3:18-20
B. Adversa ry - Roaring L ion - I Peter 5:8
The Devil's purpose is to destroy us and damn us! John 10:10 spe aks of h im as a thief; " The thief com es o nly to
stea l and k ill and destroy." Luke 22:31 reveals tha t Sata n ha s de sired us that he m ight sift us as whe at.
1 Pe ter 5:8 says the Devil wants to devour us like a lion does its prey. He shows no mercy! His real nature is lionlike and serpent-like.
C. T he Ru ler of Th is W orld - John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11
The word "Ruler" emphasizes Satan's control over the political systems of this earth (see Daniel 10:13 which
describes an unseen warfare).
Alo ng this sam e them e, th e D evil is called the prince of the powe r of the air, m otivatin g the way disobedient people
act. - Ephesians 2:1-2
D. Th e Go d of T his W orld - II Corinthians 4:4
As "go d of this world," Satan is blinding the eyes of those who do not wis h to kn ow the truth of the G ospel.
How ever, he cannot blind us if we sincerely want to see. "Y ou will seek m e and find m e when you seek m e with all
your heart." (Jeremiah 29:13).
E. Murderer and Liar - John 8:44
Satan m urde rs us physically, menta lly, and spiritually. His greate st d elight is to see a child, born into God's fam ily,
die. To k ill us, he m ust lie. H e lied to Eve in the garden, sa ying, " Yo u will no t su rely die" (Genesis 3:4), and has
bee n lying sinc e then.
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F. An Angel of Light – II Corinthians 11:14
Satan is horribly beautiful. One of his favorite tricks is to get people to believe in a mythical character with a long
tail, two horns, and a pitchfork. He is too smart to come to us in such a way. Instead, he makes sin attractive. He
baits the hook until we cannot see the end result of what we think is beautiful and safe. In fact, the Devil's most
clever tool is to make people believe that he does not exist; and we m ust re alize that he is busy cons tantly. Job 2:2
sho ws a pictu re of the D evil roam ing ab out on ea rth, and wa lking arou nd o n it.
G. The Tem pter – 1 Th ess alonians 3:5
The Devil tempts us. He entices us. He baits us to do evil in order to destroy us.
H. Other Names
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The W icked O ne, The Evil One - Matthew 13:1 9, 38; 1 John 5:18
Beelzebub - Matthew 12:24
Prince of the Powe r of the Air - Ephes ians 2:2
Angel of the Bottom less Pit - Revelation 9:11
Dragon - Re velation 12 :7
Deceiver - Re velation 12 :9
The Be ast - Revelation 19:19

II. TH E D EVICE S O F-T HE DE VIL
A. There are various methods which Satan uses to fulfill his purposes. The Bible mentions the following
methods:
1. Hindering - Zechariah 3:1; Ephesians 6:12; 1 Thessalonians 2:18
2. Tem pting - Matthew 4:1
3. Robbing - Matthew 13:19
4. Lying - Joh n 8:44; II Co rinthian s 11:3
5. Killing and De vouring - Joh n 8:44; 1 P eter 5 :8
6. Sm iting (with Disease) - Luke 13:16 (ct* I Corinthians 5:5)
7. Sifting - Luke 22:31
8. Posses sing - John 13:27
9. Imitating - Matthew 13:25; II Corinthians 11:14
10. Harass ing - II Corinthians 12:7; Job 1 and 2
11. Accusing - Revelation 12:9-10
B. Other devices the Devil employs on people include:
1. DOUBT
a. In Matthew 4:3 , 6 th e word" if" is used. T he De vil trie s to get us to doubt our rela tion ship with G od. His
favorite tool is to get us to put an overemphasis on feeling to the neglect of faith.
b. In Genesis 3:1 the Devil got Eve to doubt God's loving character, “...Do God really said . . . ?"
2. DIVISION
See Acts 20:30; Romans 16:17-18; 1 Corinthians 1:10; 3:3; 11:18
On e of S atan 's m ost effec tive we apo ns is the "wedg e." If he can get a grea t church to be divided on petty
issues, he has succeeded.
The Co rinthia ns divided over their pre achers (Paul, Apollos, P ete r). H ow happy Satan m ust have been. This
is one of his favorite tools.
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3. DISCOURAGEMENT
The Devil has discouraged some of God's key servants. If the Devil can get us discouraged, God will never get
us to work. For a study of discouragement see:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Joshua – Jos hua 7:7
David – I Samu el 30:1-6
Elijah – I Kings 19:10
Jonah – Jonah 4:3
Peter – Matthew 26:75; Luke 22:62
John the Baptist – Luke 7:19-20

The key to these great men of God is not that they were never discouraged, but they did not allow
discoura gem ent to be the "last w ord."
4. DIVERSION
A favorite scheme of the Devil is to get our minds diverted to the following:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Position - Matthew 20:21
Pleasure - Luke 8:14
Posses sions - Luke 12:15, 21
Popularity - John 12:43
People - Hebre ws 12 :1-3

5. DECEPTION
" . . . Satan him self m asq uera des as an an gel of light." (II Corinthians 11:14).
The old saying, "Everything that glitters is not gold," is still true. Dr. W illiam Arnett names four methods of the
Devil’s deception:
a. The Unconverted
1. Rely on your s incerity. "I'm sincere in what I believe." ct* Proverbs 14:12
2. Rely on your o wn righteousn ess. "I'm as go od as anyone in the church." cf* Matthew 5:20
3. Rely on your g ood w orks . “I give to the church, etc." cf* Ephesians .2:8-9
b. The
1.
2.
3.

R eligious “Profes sor"
R ely on C hurch M em bership
Rely on G ood W orks - cf* Galatians 2:16
Rely on Baptism - Acts 2:38 (rep entance co m es first); cf* Galatians 6:15

c. The Believer
1. Over-emphasis on feelings – “ . . . Preached unto him Jesus (FACT) . . . I believe (FAITH) . . . he
wen t on his way rejoicing (FE ELING )" (Acts 8:35, 37, 39). cf* Romans 1: 17
2. Over-emphasis on Non-essentials (Phariseeism)
3. T o D o the R ight Thing in an Ug ly Spirit
d. The C ults
1. Jehovah's Witnesses
2. Christian Science, etc.
6. DE LAY
a. To the Un saved - Proverbs 27:1 ; Isaiah 55:6
b. To the Save d - I will hasten and not delay to obey your com m ands. - Psalm 119 :59-6 0. The De vil will tell
us to delay working and witnessing, but see II Corinthians 6:2.
7. DEAD ISSUES
The Devil is a gravedigger. Another of his favorite tools is to bring up the forgiven sins of the past. But God
forgets our pa st.
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a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

“…A s far as the eas t is from the wes t, so far has he rem oved our transg ressions from us." - (Psalm1 03:12).
"... W hite as sno w. . ." (Isaiah 1:18).
"... You have pu t all my sins behind your bac k." (Isaiah 38:17).
An Abun dant Pardon - Isaiah 55:7
“…You will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.” (Micah 7:19)
“For I will forgive their wicke dne ss a nd w ill remem ber th eir sins no m ore." (Hebrew s.8:12).

8. DRIVING
The Good Shepherd leads. The Devil drives. If he cannot get us to live in sin, he will try to swing the pendulum
to the opposite extreme-fanaticism. He will drive us to do fanatical things - but to be a Christian is to be norm al in
Him .
9. DE NIAL
The Devil's most clever "wile" (trick) is to deny that he exists - but the Devil is an evil personality. Satan is not
simply the personification of evil influences in the heart, for he tempted Christ in whose heart no evil thought
could ever have arisen.
10. DISQUALIFICATION - see Matthew 4:1-11
If all of the first 9 methods do not work, then the Devil will try to disqualify us from a life of service. ( 1 Cor. 9:27)
He tried to disqualify Jesus by tempting him to:
1. P ut th e physical before the spiritual.
2. Tak e a short cut to get the crowds (to by-pass the cross).
3. T o com prom ise by k neeling to worship the De vil.
The De vil is a terrible fo e, but th ere is a way to defeat him .
III. THE D EF EAT OF TH E D EVIL
W e can defeat th e D evil by:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Using the W ord of Go d - Matthew 4:4, 7, 10
Putting on the W hole Arm our of Go d - Ephesians 6:11-18
Resisting Him - James 4:7; I Peter 5:8,
Testifying and R elying on the Po wer in Christ's Death - Revelation 12:11

IV. THE DO OM OF TH E D EVIL
a.. Matthew 25:41
b. Hebrews 2:14
c. Revelation 20:10
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