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HOW TO BE A GOOD STEWARD
John 3:16 is perhaps the greatest verse in the Bible. In it we find God's plan of salvation for the world. W e find the means
of salvation - the vicarious death of Christ. W e find the motive of salvation - love. We also find the proof of God's love "God so loved that He gave." Someone has said you can give withou t loving, but you c ann ot love withou t giving. W e
discover the sam e truth in spiritua l things, that as we love God we will give to Him. In this lesson, we will study what the
Bible says about stewardship and how we can be good stewards.
To be a good steward we will have to remem ber the following points:

I. EVERYTHING BELONGS TO GOD
A. “… For all the ea rth is m ine" (Exodus 19:5)
B. “The e arth is the Lord's , and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it" (Psalm 24:1).
God says the world is His and all it contains, including us. According to Deuteronomy 32:6 , there are two reasons why
everything belongs to God: (1) By right of creation. He made everything, so everything belongs to Him. (2) By right of
redemption. He bought us with the blood of Christ. “…You are not your own; you were bought at a price…”
(I Corinthian s 6:19-20 ). W hen we re cog nize tha t everything we ha ve belongs to God , it will help us to be the stewards we
ought to be.
II. GOD HAS MADE US THE MANAGERS OF HIS POSSESSIONS
A. Matthew 21:33-34 - This Scripture contains the account of the owner of a vineyard going on a trip and leaving the
vineyard to be cared for by his servants. Later on, he sent back m en to get fruit from his vineyard. He expected
dividends from his workers,
B. Matthew 25:14-30 - The parable of the talents.
C. Luke 19:11-28 - The parable of the pounds.
In the last two accounts the Master leaves different sums of money with his servants and departs on a journey. W hen the
master returns, he blesses those servants who had multiplied their capital and punishes those servants who did nothing.
III. WE WILL GIVE AN ACCOUNT TO GOD FOR OUR MANAGEMENT
" So then, each of us will give an acc oun t of him self to Go d." (Romans 14:12).
All of us will stand before God to answer for the wa y we m anaged what He g ave us. Th e Bible shows w e will accoun t for:
A. How W e Used O ur T im e
" Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because
the days are evil." (Ephesians 5:15-16),
B. How W e Worked
" Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the Lord will reward
everyone for whate ver good he does , whe ther h e is slave or free." (Ephesians 6:7-8).
C. What We Talked About
“But I tell you that m en will have to give account on the day of judgm ent for every careless word they have
spok en.” (Matthew 12:36).
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D. How W e Spent Our Mo ney
1.
2.

3.

God com mands that we give our tithe. – Ma lachi 3:10
Go d is please d with o ur freewill offe rings abo ve our tithes . - II Corinthians 8:1-5
v. 2 -

" . . . T he rich es of their libe rality… ” These Ch ristian s were not w ealthy in possessions, but rich in their
generosity.

v. 3 -

They gave "…beyond their power…" These Christians gave beyond what they could afford and trusted
God to take care of them.

v. 4 -

“… Praying… that we wo uld receive the gift…" The M ace don ian C hristian s as ked for the oppo rtunity to
share in God's work through giving.

v. 5 -

“… First gave their own selves to the Lord…” The key to good stewardship is first of all belonging
com pletely to God, the n we can truly give unselfishly.

God is interested in how we spend the remainder of our money after we give our tithes and offerings
Luke 15:1 1-32 con tains th e pa rable of the prod igal son. The p rodigal son was the objec t of Christ's lesso n, not
just because he left home, but also because he wasted his resources in riotous living.
Luke 16:1 -3 sh ows the shrew d steward wa s pu nished fo r wasting h is m aste r's goods .

E. How W e Use d O ur Gifts
“ Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its
various form s.” (I Peter 4:10).
The spiritual gifts we possess should be us ed for Go d and the sp reading of the G ospel. W e will give an accou nt of
how we use our gifts.
F. How W ell We W itnessed
“On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. W e are not trying to please
m en b ut G od, w ho tests o ur he arts." (I Thessalonians 2:4).
God has entrusted the Gospel to us, and we must share the" good news." W e will answer to God one day on how
good we witnessed to others.
IV. GOD IS INTERESTED IN WHAT W E HAVE WHEN W E GIVE
A. The P arable of the Talents - Matthew 25:14-30
The Parable of the Pou nds - Luke 19:11-28
These two parables seem to be almost identical, except for the amount of money involved. A pound of gold is
worth $15; a talent of gold is worth $26,280. God is showing us He is as interested in how the $15 man spends
his m oney as H e is in how the $26,2 80 m an spends his m oney.
B. One day Jesus w as watching pe ople as they gave their offerings, as He always does. He saw a poor widow put
in 2 m ites, wh ich is les s than fou r cen ts. Jesus then turne d to the disciples and said she had given m ore than all
the rich that day. W hy? Beca use she had given out of her poverty. Mark 12:41-44
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V.

GOD IS INTERESTED IN OUR ATTITUDE AS WE G IVE
"Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
che erful giver." (II Corinthians 9:7).

VI.

GOD WILL REWARD AND PUNISH IN RELATION TO THE JOB WE HAVE DONE
" But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From
everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much,
m uch m ore w ill be ask ed. (Luke 12:48).

VII. GOD W ILL TAK E C ARE OF US AS W E G IVE TO HIM
"But seek first his kingdom and his righteousnes s, and all these things will be given to you as we ll.” (Matthew 6:33).
VIII. THE CHIEF QUALITY REQUIRED OF A STEW ARD IS FAITHFULNESS

“No w it is required that tho se w ho h ave bee n given a trust m ust prove faithful." (I Corinthians 4:2).
Stewards are not rewarded for their production, as seen in the parable of the talents. The steward who increased
five talents was rew arded the sam e as th e stew ard who increased two talents . The ste wa rds were re wa rded for their
faithfulness to the task.
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